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	Braxton R. Glover
Speaker
2094B Ohio Union 
1739 N. High Street
glover.444@osu.edu

59th General Assembly
Autumn 2026, Session 8
September 23, 2026



I. Opening
a. Call to Order
i. 6:31pm
b. Land Acknowledgment
i. “A land acknowledgment challenges dominant narratives of colonization and recognizes the Indigenous peoples whose land was taken. The Ohio State University does not yet have an official land acknowledgment, meaning it has not formally recognized the land and wealth taken from Native American tribes. Ohio State’s six campuses were built on land taken from tribes including the Delaware, Miami, Ojibwe, Peoria, Potawatomi, Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandotte. Acknowledging this history, the ongoing harm, and the responsibility for dialogue and reparative action is a call to action.”
c. Attendance
i. 20/22
1. Senator Dickman alternate: Devineni.7
d. Swearing in of Alternates
i. “I promise to faithfully uphold the Constitution of the Undergraduate Student Government of The Ohio State University and to defend the rights of each individual student to the best of my ability.”
e. Approval of Minutes
i. Approved
II. Open Forum for the Public
a. Speaker Emeritus Terrell McCann
i. Served as Speaker of the 58th General Assembly
1. You all will have some things coming up that will be stressful times, as things pick up and the chamber grows continue to work together and to continue to have a sense of unity that is required of you as Senator of the 59th general Assembly
2. Your success is the USG success, we are one organization, when the General Assembly does well the whole organization does well
b. Juan Colon
i. Senator of the 58th General Assembly 
1. Has a resolution on the floor that commemorates his fraternity
Executive Report
c. President Christopher Cade and Vice President Isaiah Nire
i. Vice President Nire
1. Update from Undergraduate Caucus from the Chair (Armaan)
a.  University senate passed a few things last Thursday 
i. Creation of a Bachelor of Science of Nuclear Engineering and a Ph.D. of Medical Physics 
b. Had the first University Senate meeting and the undergraduate students had good representation at the meeting
i. Undergraduate students were the largest body present and dominated the floor
c. Ad-hoc committee on defining antisemitism was created 
i. The reason for this is because the University adopted a definition from a private organization and the committee on Academic Freedom did a report and pushed back on the accepted definition saying that acceptance of it is restricting academic freedom
1.   there isn’t an actual definition, so they want to look at how using that definition works versus creating our own
ii. President Cade
1. If your interested in the Ad-hoc committee reach out to Isaiah and himself 
a. There has not been a determination on how many undergraduate students can be on the committee, but it could be four students from USG and two externally
2. Last Thursday President Cade and Vice President Nire went to the State of the University address where President Bellamkonda unveiled a new plan for the institution as it relates to expanding the residential experience
a. More information about that will be forth coming from the Office of Student life and the Residents Office
b. Plans to be a long outreach process that will outline what the future of housing and residential experience composes of (housing, dining, and sport recreation)
i. Had a student life leadership dinner on Sunday with Dr. Shivers, Anna our advisor, Dr. Koch, Jeff Pelletier, Undergraduate student trustee and all the student leaders
1. Dr. Shivers alluded to lots of things occurring on south campus
a. creating a new recreational facility and tearing down Jesse Owen’s South and rebuilding something nicer as well as new dorms on south campus (more information coming soon on this)
3. Vice President Nire and himself had the opportunity to connect with several members on the board of trustees this past week at the Ohio State versus Penn State game and discussed several things
4. As everyone has heard the law school is moving downtown and with that there are a number of concerns
a. Some being about what will happen to Moritz and what will happen to the student activity fees
1. President Cade and Vice President Nire will be sitting down Dean Barnett to discuss some of these concerns
5. Need student representation on the University Policy Review committee
i. Believes next week there will be a resolution that will call on more student representation on this committee
6. Zaid Atway who was the CFO of the executive branch is stepping down, so Nick Freeman will be appointed to this position
a. There will be a resolution on this next week

III. Updates
a. Speaker Braxton R. Glover
i. Vacancy Application process
1.  Candidates will be asked to leave the room where they will congregate in the miniature common area in front of the chamber, and then we will enter executive session to review all the applicants
2. The order we are going in for constituencies is listed on the agenda
a. Each candidate will be listed alphabetically by their last name for each constituency
3. For each constituency candidates will have three minutes to address the General Assembly and will be asked up to three questions by the General Assembly given two minutes to answer each question
a. This will be repeated for each candidate in the constituency, and then we’ll move in to debate and voting
4. If you must leave due to the long waiting period, please let us know and we will reschedule your consideration

b. Parliamentarian Miriam Tesfay
i. Oversight met this past Sunday and passed 59-R-5, 59-R-6, and 59-R- 7
c. Secretary Alana Andrew
i. Reach out if you have any questions or concerns
IV. Committee Reports
a. Allocations 
i. Met on Sunday and were able to approve funding for some student organizations
1. Approved five applications 
a. In total this semester we have allocated $7,823.12
ii. Allocation also met on Monday for an emergency meeting for a resolution that will be on the floor today 
V. Old Business
VI. New Business
a. 59-B-4: A Bill to Approve Funding for Queer Excellence Night
i. Primary Sponsor: President Christopher Cade
1. There was a conflicting room reservation for this event, so the only room that was available in the Union was the Archie Griffin Ballroom, which is significantly more expensive than the Great Hall meeting room (where the event was going to be at)
a. Asking for an additional 1600 dollars so that this event can stay in the Union
ii. Questioning
1. N/A
iii. Debate
1. No debate
iv. Voting
1. Question is on the approval of 59-B-4: A Bill to Approve Funding for Queer Excellence Night
a. Without objection the bill is adopted
b. 59-R-6: A Resolution to Prematurely Form the Constitutional & Bylaw Review Commission Under Special Circumstances
i. Primary Sponsor: Speaker Braxton R. Glover
1. Anna Sullivant Kvam
a. She is USG’s primary advisor and supports 3 student governments and is over the student organization team
b. This is being submitted because the summer before last, the Council on Student Affairs (arm of the university which dictates the university’s relationship with student organizations) made(upon our recommendation) a number of changes to the requirements for student organization constitutions so that they can match national standards and align with risk management policies
c. Since 2025 the requirement has been that all student organizations comply with these requirements
i. USG had an interesting fall last year due to the special election held and USG only had a month to make these significant changes 
1. At the time these changes were made because there is a clause in the pre-existing constitution that says changes can be made to the constitution  if the University changes the constitution requirements
d. Leadership in General Assembly set out to try to make the USG constitution in compliance with the new requirements
i. They did most of the changes but not everything is fully in compliance
1. Things that are missing exist in other documents that we have or there are big questions (things that wouldn’t necessarily be appropriate for just one branch in USG to be determining) such as the process of removing a member that is causing an issue
e. Anna was able to get us an exception to the constitution requirement that allowed USG to keep its active status as a student organization
i. Now we are headed into another registration cycle for our student organizations, USG’s constitution is still not in compliance with those requirements set by the university
1. Her team is willing to provide USG another exception for another year but with the understanding that USG will take some steps to work together cohesively to take a bigger look at the constitution
2. This where the constitution and bylaw committee comes in
a. Constitution is historically reviewed every 5 years or it can be reviewed under special circumstance (she believes this is a special circumstance)
i. When the previous constitution was passed in Spring 2025 through election, the previous Constitution and Bylaw committee did not due the other part of their job which is to review the other supplemental documents in conjunction with the constitution
3. Role of this committee is to look at all these documents together 
a. There are inconsistencies with the other documents that need to be addressed so they can all be cohesive with one another
4. The constitution and Bylaw committee will include the Vice President who is responsible for nominating members from all 3 branches and a student who has never been a part of USG before to look at these documents and make recommendations for changes
a. They have until about February to look over these documents and bring them back to the General Assembly, except for the Constitution as it is voted on by the student body
i. None of these changes would take place this year, it would start at the conclusion of the 60th General Assembly

ii. Questioning
1. Senator Jones –Would it be one student from each branch in USG and one person who is not involved in USG on this panel? 
a. Anna – It says there must be one person from Senior Staff, one person from General Assembly, and one person from Judicial Panel and there must be a minimum of 7 members 
i. The challenge becomes that no one who is on the constitutional bylaw committee cannot be in an elected position within USG the next year
2. Senator Landry – Has anyone tried to make this commission happen before?
a. Anna – Yes, every five years this commission is supposed to occur. The last one that occurred on schedule didn’t include the bylaw part and it happened right before the requirements changed. So, the constitution that was voted on in the Spring of 2025 only met requirements for 4 months
iii. Debate
1. No debate
iv. Voting
1. Question is on the adoption of 59-R-5: A Resolution to Prematurely Form the Constitutional & Bylaw Review Commission Under Special Circumstances
a. Without objection the resolution is adopted
c. 59-R-5: A Resolution to Approve the Judicial Panel’s Standing Rules for the 2026-2027 
i. Academic Year Primary Sponsor: Chief Justice Sean O’Brien
1. Chief Justice of the Judicial Panel
2. Made two main changes
a. Changing the burden of proof standard from beyond a reasonable doubt (99% sure that an election infraction occurred) to clear and convincing (which is a 75% burden of proof standard)
i. It’s being changed because the reasonable doubt standard has never been fully followed and the Judicial Panel believes this will be better for election disputes 
b. Moving the time to present evidence for hearings from 20 minutes to 15 minutes 
i. All evidence is shared before the hearings
ii.  They believe that limiting the time will cause people to make an argument with evidence rather than presenting it 
ii. Questioning
1. Senator Devaney – What was the reasoning behind 15 minutes opposed to shorter or longer?
a. Chief Justice O’Brien - Two years ago we had no limits and these would go on for hours
i. Limits were put on hearings last year and the Judicial Panel agreed that limiting this would cause for more arguing with the evidence instead of just presenting it 
2. Senator Andrew – Do you know why the reasonable doubt standard wasn’t adhered to?
a. Chief Justic Sean O’Brien – It was hard to follow 99% when we don’t have a legal background because it used in criminal law and formal settings where they have better evidence and lawyers that have better evidentiary standards and it’s hard to come up with that with people who aren’t legal professionals
i. We used to use the preponderous standard then Chief Justice Utkarsh Mahey changed this standard to 99% on his own 
ii. This is us taking the middle ground on the burden of proof standard
iii. Debate
1. No debate
iv. Voting
1. Question is on the adoption of 59-R-5: A Resolution to Approve the Judicial Panel’s Standing Rules for the 2026-2027
a. Without objection the resolution is adopted

d. 59-R-7: A Resolution to Reaffirm Support for International Undergraduate Students and to Create the International Student Emissary Seat
i. Parliamentarian Tesfay will serve as Chair and Speaker pro tempore, as the Chair is the primary sponsor for this resolution 
ii. Primary Sponsor: Speaker Braxton R. Glover
1. Have a mechanism in our bylaws that allows the General Assembly to create a new seat with full rights (speech, debate, and enfranchisement) for communities that we feel are underrepresented 
a. The emissary seat is meant to represent people who we feel don’t have a voice
2. Every time Speaker Glover brings up this idea people feel like there will be no applicants to this position
a. This is important because international students right now might feel more afraid about their livelihoods being targeted
b. The purpose of this seat is to give these international students a voice and give them a chance to advocate for the international community and to allow USG to better connect with that whole community (about 3,000 students)
c. Even if this emissary seat passes and the seat is created, having the potential of international student’s voices being heard is a million times more important than someone not filling the seat 
i. We can’t assume no one will apply to the seat if we don’t even give them the opportunity which is what USG is all about
iii. Questioning
1. Senator Jones – Would there be a possibility of making this a permanent opportunity?
a. Speaker Glover – We are not allowed to touch the seats for constiuencies until the 60th General Assembly and after that we can redo them 
i. It is not a permanent seat right now because right now seats are limited to academic constituencies and living area constituencies so you would have to think about where that seat would fit into 
ii. Secretary Andrew had the question of if we thought one emissary seat would be representative of the whole international community because they come all over the world so we cannot consolidate the different continents into one seat
1. We would only be able to create one emissary seat for every resolution, and we would also have to define how those seats would be divided because to his knowledge the University doesn’t necessarily divide or classify international students
2. Senator Mekonnen – Would it be possible to mobilize this resolution through the Office of International Affairs
a. Speaker Glover – Has been in contact with the Office of International Student Affairs
b. Another part of this resolution would be to facilitate contact with the Office of International Student Affairs and USG
i. The hope is to work with the student affairs office to help disseminate this seat
3. Senator Okorafor – Could we advertise the General Assembly to International Students more?
a. There is a lot of intersectionality when we start to discuss demographics because you could be an international student and still be under a specific college, so what is stopping them from applying under their college or living area
i. Speaker Glover - We want to specifically give this opportunity to International Students where they won’t be contested by other individuals who are not international students
1. Senator Okorafor - What is stopping them from sharing their experience throughout their college?
a. Speaker Glover - We must keep in mind that people may be deterred to apply for this seat, so once again it’s about reaching out to those people 
iv. Debate
1. President Cade 
a. This is an important resolution because there are a number of policies on the federal level that are impacting international students
b. Weve seen a decrease of about 20% in Chinese students and overall decrease in 1.9% of international students more broadly (1800 students) and so there’s a population that is leaving Ohio State and now don’t have access to Ohio State. For those who are still here, they face scrutiny.
c. There is programming for international students but there isn’t a strong way to connect them with different students in the international communtiy
d. There’s a group of students who are leaving the statehouse and some of those students were international students.
i. A student voiced to President Cade that they were able to live with their parents, but international students have nowhere to go which is a unique problem
1. Says we could uncover even more issues that these students face and advocate for them if we had representation, and USG could provide them resources and encourage them to find community at Ohio State
2. Speake Glover – this is only the first step, and the first goal is to make sure we have applicants and once we have that we can explore further steps on how to best advocate and represent these international students
3. Speaker pro tempore Tesfay commenting on Senator Okorafor’s point – No one is saying that they can’t voice their opinions on problems they face within their college but if we have a seat  for them, they may feel like this is something they can do because it represents them
4. President Cade – Each of you in your respective roles are charged with representing your respective constituencies
a. With a seat as broad as each senator holds there is no way to be able to say this may be an issue for these 75 international students who are a part of their specific constituency 
i. Okorafor – You would have to assume the individual who is holding the international seat would know the people they are representing
1. Speaker Glover – it would work how all of you are as senators, everyone is the voice for their constituency, there is no one in this room who is specifically representing every international student, so making sure there is a voice for all of our international students is important
2. On the point of knowing other people in their constituency, international students may know other international students, and they could also get to know other international student through their constituency events
5. Senator Landry -Made her think about the fact that we are all representatives of our colleges or living areas, so we are able at the very least to be around the people we are representing, if we had a spot for international students this could inspire them to connect more
a. Senator Kogan – international students have a unique experience at Ohio State 
i. She passed a resolution in the 58th General Assembly that called on Ohio State to engage international students more in organizations resources, so she is in favor of this resolution
6. Senator Mekonnen – Its worth considering how we market because our resolutions have impact on campus and considering the political climate, we could reinforce that students have a safe space here and can voice their opinions on university policies etc.
a. She’s had experiences where international students and herself have opted out of certain things for visibility reasons
7. President Cade– We can’t speak on international student’s experiences and issues they have because we haven’t lived them

v. Voting
1. The question stands on passing 59-R-7: A Resolution to Reaffirm Support for International Undergraduate Students and to Create the International Student Emissary Seat
a. 59-R-7 passed unanimously
e. Speaker now reclaims the Chair
f. 59-R-8: A Resolution to Recognize the 115th Anniversary of Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc., Kappa Chapter at The Ohio State University
i. Primary Sponsor: Senator Anne Sankale
1. This resolution recognizes Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, Kappa Chapter for the work they have been doing
2. They were given the chapter of the year award, and it is only given to one chapter every single year, this was given to her by Juan Colon the organizations President
3. This fraternity was charted on this campus in 1911, five years after their founding at Cornell University in 1906 (115 years of work)
ii. Questioning
1. N/A
iii. Debate
1. No debate
iv. Voting
1. Question is on the adoption of 59-R-8: A Resolution to Recognize the 115th Anniversary of Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc., Kappa Chapter at The Ohio State University
a. Without objection the resolution is here by adopted
g. Senator Devaney motioned to move into executive session
1. Senator Jones seconded
h. CAS: Arts & Humanities – 2 Vacancies
i. Clarke.535, L.
1. Approved
i. College of Public Affairs – 1 Vacancy
i. Ismael.12, F.
1. Approved
j. Commuter Living Area – 2 Vacancies
i. Babcock.180, E.
1. Approved
k. Off-Campus Living Area – 2 Vacancies
i. Smith.18147, G.
1. Approved
l. On-Campus Living Area Applicants – 2 Vacancies
i. Drake.618, V.
1. Rejected
ii. Nahhas.34, J.
1. Approved
iii. Tonni.2, E.
1. Approved
m. Regional Campus Living Area Applicant – 1 Vacancy
i. Megha.3, X.
1. Approved
VII. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Adjournment
a. 9:28pm
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